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Pro poor market facilitation approach improves lives of
Informal Solid Waste workers

Region Asia and the Pacific
Award Scheme World Urban Campaign
Themes L ocal Economic Development
Waste Management
Sustainable Development Goals Goal 1- End poverty in all itsforms everywhere

Goal 8 - Promote sustained, inclusive and sustainable economic growth, full and productive employment and decent work for all
Goal 11 - Makecities and human settlementsinclusive, safe, resilient and sustainable
Goal 12 - Ensure sustainable consumption and production patterns

Summary

This project strengthened the capacities of the most marginalized informal waste workersin Kathmandu Valley around collective bargaining for better
prices and enhancement of entrepreneurial skills, with a strong focus on creating alegal association for decent employment and introducing social
protection schemes to improve income generation and working conditions.

Outcomes and I mpacts

The project had significant social, economic, health and education impacts. Informal waste workers benefitted from long term entrepreneurial skills
training and are now working under a cooperative that guarantees their access to social and health protection schemes and an increase in income that led to
improved access to education for children. The solid waste market system has developed in a more inclusive manner and now offers a 25% increase in
prices for recyclable waste collected by informal workers and other small processors, which makes waste management a profitable business and more
sustainable service in Kathmandu.

I nnovative I nitiative

Empowerment in the urban place
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