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Sustainable and Inclusive Urban Prosperity and “
”Opportunities for all
- Promoting an enabling, fair, and responsible
environment for business and innovation.

Achievements:

- Through financially supporting science,
technology, and innovation interventions KFAS's
role as a private non-profit organization is to
contribute to driving the development of an
ecosystem for business and innovation. From 2012
to date, twenty-nine studies conducted by
academics and practitioners have been supported
by KFAS to identify the gaps, challenges, and
opportunities to develop an environment that
fosters entrepreneurship and innovation. The
studies have highlighted that an overarching
challenge for business and innovation is the
weakness of the research sector in Kuwait, and a
lack of national strategy for science, technology,
and innovation. Furthermore, studies have
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indicated that Kuwait’s entrepreneurship and

innovation ecosystem is missing talent,
transparency, and trust.

- Over the past 9 years KFAS has also contributed to
capacity building in business skills and innovation
by enabling local and international learning
opportunities for over 10,000 individuals, varying
from young entrepreneurs in startups and small
businesses to senior level executives in large
Kuwaiti corporations.

- Through financial grants, KFAS encouraged R&D

activities by facilitating engagements between

industry and academia. From 2012 to date over

800,000 KD, were granted by KFAS in support of

business-driven R&D in Kuwait.

Challenges:

- In terms of knowledge production, a key challenge
has been disseminating knowledge across the
private sector as there seems to be a weak
reception. This challenge is further reflected in the
external environment, where Kuwait faces an
issue of lack of infrastructure for managing
knowledge and data. In terms of promoting R&D
and business innovation, the primary challenge is
finding the right type of local researchers and
specialists who apply their research within
business environment. While local researchers are
able to conduct research, there is a gap when it
comes to converting research outputs into
minimum valuable products (MVPs) and thus, a
challenge in commercializing based on research
outputs. In this respect, the weak capabilities in
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Kuwait are negatively impacting the ability of
academia and private sector to engage in projects
that could lead to business innovations. In terms
of capacity-building, challenges faced are finding
local providers that could offer learning programs
that are value- added across all main sectors.

Lesson learned:

- Having a strong entrepreneurship and innovation
ecosystem is essential to make progress.
‘fragmented intervention and uncoordinated
efforts have little impact and results in
unsustainable progress. Having a national strategy
for science, technology, and innovation and strong
education system are must for developing
business and innovation in Kuwait.
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