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From Global Commitments to
National and Local Urban Plans

Our New Urban Agenda Learning Series

Presented by: Capacity Development and Training Unit and Knowledge and Innovation Branch Date: 15/10/2025
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Recap last session

One action to support implementation 

NUA Relevance

Panel discussion
Ecuador, Jordan, Indonesia, academia, and Habitat

1. Inclusive national-local collaboration.
2. Institutionalized learning
3. Active stakeholder participation 

Learning Series outline, purpose and space 
for knowledge sharing and reflection

+200 connected!



Our NUA Learning Series 

Reporting

Implementation

NUA Components

Monitoring
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Today 2025

March 2026

To equip participants with
practical tools and strategies to
integrate the New Urban Agenda
into National and Local policies

and advance its implementation in 
their own contexts.

Today's goal



Facilitator
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Maria Jose Palacio 

New Urban Agenda Capacity Development Coordinator

Capacity Development and Training Unit

UN-Habitat

A white cover with colorful text

Description automatically generated with medium confidence

https://unhabitat.org/sites/default/files/2024/07/nua_reporting_guidlines.pdf


Housekeeping Rules

Mute your microphone

Rename yourself (Name and Duty Country)

Raise your hand to ask your questions

Write your questions in the chat 

Turn your camera on when asking your question

This webinar is recorded

Keep your phone close by

Enjoy, participate and stay with us!

1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

6.

7.

8.
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Introduce yourself!

Our Audience Today
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Extended version

Short version

Deadline
TODAY!



Content

3. Q&A

1. Deep dive presentation: 
“From Vision to Action: The Means of Implementation of the New Urban Agenda”

4. Case Study Panel 
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5. Closing Reflections 

2. Deep dive presentation 2: 
National Urban Policies and NUA linkages



1. “From Vision to Action: The Means of 
Implementation of the New Urban Agenda” 

Matthijs van Oostrum
Associate Programme Management Officer
Knowledge and Innovation Branch
UN-Habitat 



NUA Structure

It is an action-oriented
implementation framework for the 
urban component of all SDGs, that 

provides principles and policies 
for planning, managing, and 

developing cities
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CORE DIMENSIONS OF THE NEW URBAN AGENDA

WHAT

                     

                                 
                               

                                      

                                                                                       

                                                             

                                     
                                                          

                

                        
                                                                       

                 

                 

                

                          
                   

                    
                                     

                        
          

                                  
          

                          
                         

                              
                           

                                      

                        
             

                                          

                                  

                               

     

       
              

            
          

    
        

                           
                       

            
          

             
              

      
              

        
              

MEANS OF IMPLEMENTATION

HOW



Intervention Mechanisms 

NUA 15: READDRESS - RECOGNIZE - ADOPT

a) Readdress the way we plan, finance, develop, govern and manage
cities and human settlements, recognizing sustainable urban and 
territorial development as essential to the achievement of sustainable 
development and prosperity for all.

(b) Recognize the leading role of national Governments, as 
appropriate, in the definition and implementation of inclusive and 
effective urban policies and legislation for sustainable urban
development, and the equally important contributions of subnational 
and local governments, as well as civil society and other relevant 
stakeholders, in a transparent and accountable manner;

(c) Adopt sustainable, people-centred, age- and gender-responsive 
and integrated approaches to urban and territorial development 
by implementing policies, strategies, capacity development and 
actions at all levels, based on fundamental drivers of change.



Growing Importance of Cities 
and Local Governments

Cities tackling global challenges
Enhanced legitimacy within the 
international arena

City diplomacy
Turned attention to local 
development and mobilized 
resources

Since 2018
VLRs development to harness the 
organizing framework of the SDGs



Secretary General Report 2022
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Progress in the Implementation of the New Urban Agenda
Building a governance structure and establishing a supportive 
framework 

Despite progress
Weak multilevel governance, unclear 
roles among government levels, poor 
coordination, and limited 
involvement of local governments in 
national decision-making

Decentralization trend
Planning, policy making, and finance 
at national level still centralized

Multilevel governance 
Stronger in highly decentralised countries, fiscal 
cooperation and established dialogue between 
national and local governments.



Secretary General Report 2022
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Progress in the Implementation of the New Urban Agenda
Planning and management of urban and territorial spatial development

150 Countries*
Embedded urbanization into their 
national policy repertoires and 
institutional fabrics

+ ¾ National Urban Policies 
Being implemented in Europe, North 
America, Latin America and East and 
Southeast Asia.

60% of Urban Policies under development
North Africa and Western Asia

Effective link 
Few countries effectively link national 
urban policies to national planning and 
economic development. 

Policies into action
Many national urban policies have not 
translated into action, evidenced, for 
example, by the continued proliferation 
of urban sprawl.

* As of 2020



Next Step
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Guidelines

SG Report 2022



2. National Urban Policies and 
NUA linkages

Rossana Poblet
Programme Management Officer
Policy, Legislation and Governance Section (PLGS)
UN-Habitat 



Q & A

Scan here









Q&A

On a scale from to , 
how clear were today’s presentations?

https://emojipedia.org/face-with-open-mouth/


3. NUA in Action – Case Studies Panel

From Global Commitments to National and Local Urban Plans 



A white cover with colorful text
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Moderator
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Lara Kinneir

• Head of Creative Innovation Practice at Policy Lab UK

• Urban Governance hub coordinator at  UN-Habitat Partner 
University Initiative

• Co-author “Agenda to Action” publication 

https://unhabitat.org/sites/default/files/2024/07/nua_reporting_guidlines.pdf


32 | New Urban Agenda Learning Series

Panellists

Mr. Joseph Walter Pade
Commissioner Urban Development

Ministry of Lands Housing and Urban 
Development

Kampala, Uganda

Ms. Lina Attiyat
Regional Planner and Head of the Urban 

Environment Management Division 
Jordan’s Ministry of Local Administration

Amman, Jordan

Luis Maier

Director 
Municipal Urban Planning Department

Tegucigalpa, Honduras

Prof. David Simon
Professor of Development Geography 
Royal Holloway, University of London

London, UK
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Question 1

What have been the main entry points for 
incorporating the principles of the NUA, and 
were these linked to specific policies, events, 

or reporting processes?

Mr. Joseph Walter Pade
Commissioner Urban Development

Ministry of Lands Housing and Urban 
Development

Kampala, Uganda

Luis Maier

Director 
Municipal Urban Planning Department

Tegucigalpa, Honduras

Ms. Lina Attiyat
Regional Planner and Head of the Urban 

Environment Management Division 
Jordan’s Ministry of Local Administration

Amman, Jordan
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Question 3

What examples show how collaboration 
between national and local levels, together 

with partnerships with academia, civil society, 
or the private sector, has supported NUA 

implementation, monitoring, and reporting?

Mr. Joseph Walter Pade
Commissioner Urban Development

Ministry of Lands Housing and Urban 
Development

Kampala, Uganda

Prof. David Simon
Professor of Development Geography 
Royal Holloway, University of London

London, UK
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Question 4

If you had the opportunity to redo this 
implementation process, what would you do 

differently?

Luis Maier

Director 
Municipal Urban Planning Department

Tegucigalpa, Honduras

Mr. Joseph Walter Pade
Commissioner Urban Development

Ministry of Lands Housing and Urban 
Development

Kampala, Uganda
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Mr. Joseph Walter Pade
Commissioner Urban Development

Ministry of Lands Housing and Urban 
Development

Kampala, Uganda

Ms. Lina Attiyat
Regional Planner and Head of the Urban 

Environment Management Division 
Jordan’s Ministry of Local Administration

Amman, Jordan

Question 5

What approaches do you think could create 
the strongest impact between national and 

local levels, both now and beyond 2030?

Luis Maier

Director 
Municipal Urban Planning Department

Tegucigalpa, Honduras

Prof. David Simon
Professor of Development Geography 
Royal Holloway, University of London

London, UK



6. Last Reflections



What is your NUA commitment?





NUA Resources
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UN-HABITAT LEARN COURSE CATALOGUE IS HERE!
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UN-Habitat Learn 
Course Catalogue

NUA Illustrated learning 
experience continuation

NUA Learning Series 
material support



NUA Resources – News!
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Monitoring the 
Transformative 

Commitments of the 
New Urban Agenda!

Spanish - Arabic
English - French

NUA Publication
"Agenda to Action"

9 Case Studies 
Publication

Soon!
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NUA Champions Campaign - Certification

Why Should you Join?

NUA Individual 
Champions

Awarded to active 
participants who 

complete the learning 
series 

Attendance 6 out of 8 
sessions

Engagement 4-5 sessions
Participation in 

discussions 

NUA Country Champions

Awarded to country teams (ROs, COs, 
ministries, local, national governments) that 

accomplish one of the following:

Coordinated participation across sessions (3 
representatives/ country, per session, 8 

sessions in total.

Demonstrate cross-level engagement 
(national + local voices).

Share one case study or concrete NUA 
practice during the series (presentation or NR)

Certificates will be 
delivered upon request

Promotion of this 
achievement on the NUA 
platform and UN-Habitat 
social media

Same registration email 
to enter the sessions



45 | New Urban Agenda Learning Series

Invitation

Active participation

Promote Regional, Local and National 
engagement 

Information dissemination



Our NUA Learning Series 
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September 2025

March 2026

Remember

Next webinar!
Mobilizing Resources for 

Transformative Action

Stay tuned for regional 
dates and links!
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Extended version

Short version

Deadline
TODAY!
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NUA Resources

UN-Habitat Learn Urban Agenda Platform NUA Newsletter 
Register here!



Thank you!
www.urbanagendaplatform.org

unhabitat-learn@un.org

See you soon!



National Urban Policies and the New Urban Agenda: 
From Global Commitments to National and Local 
Action

Rossana Poblet | Antonio Kipyegon

Policy, Legislation and Governance Section, UN-Habitat
Wednesday, 15th October 2025
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(i) National Urban Policies overview

(ii) The place of NUPs in the New Urban Agenda (NUA) 

(iii) Contribution of other PLGS work areas to NUA

(iv) Global State of National Urban Policies (GSNUP) findings, including on NUA

(v) PLGS Tools and Knowledge Products

unhabitat.org UN-HABITAT @UNHABITAT UN-HABITAT UNHA BITA T @UNHABITAT_PLGS UN-HABITAT, PLGS UNHA BITA T.PLGSurbanpolicyplatform.org2

Outline



Overview of National Urban Policy



Overview of NUPs

4

National urban policy supports positive economic, social and environmental 
links between urban, peri-urban and rural areas by strengthening national and regional 
development planning 

SDGs and NUA both recognize the importance of National Urban Policies (NUPs) as a key tool for 
achieving sustainable development. 
SDGs – primarily through Target 11.a.1
NUA – explicitly mentioned in 9 paragraphs. NUPs also one of the 5 NUA implementation pillars

National/Regional Urban 
Policy:

Coherent set of decisions 
derived through a deliberate 
government-led process of 
coordinating and rallying 
various actors for a common 
vision and goal that will 
promote more 
transformative, productive, 
inclusive and resilient urban 
development for the long 
term.

unhabitat.org UN-HABITAT @UNHABITAT UN-HABITAT UNHA BITA T @UNHABITAT_PLGS UN-HABITAT, PLGS UNHA BITA T.PLGSurbanpolicyplatform.org4



Linking sectoral policies through 
balanced territorial developmentStrengthening urban, peri-urban and rural 

links

Rationale for NUPs

National Urban 
Policies can be:

A framework
that provides an overarching 
coordination to address urban 
challenges, maximize the benefits 
of urbanization, while mitigating 
potential adverse externalities.

A lever 
to amalgamate the dispersed 
energy and potential of urban 
centres within a national system 
of cities and towns.

A tool 
to coordinate the work of different 
sectors and tiers of government, 
consult other urban actors, 
establish the incentives for more 
sustainable practices, and 
allocate resources.

unhabitat.org UN-HABITAT @UNHABITAT UN-HABITAT UNHA BITA T @UNHABITAT_PLGS UN-HABITAT, PLGS UNHA BITA T.PLGSurbanpolicyplatform.org5
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NUP Timeline and Milestones

2013 2015 2016 2017

2018

2019

2021 2026

GC Resolution 
HSP/GC/24/5

GC Resolution 
HSP/GC/25/6 

The 1st edition of 
Global State of 
National Urban 
Policy Report

Adoption of NUP as 
SDG 11.a.1 Indicator

2024
✓ Continue 

country projects
✓ Tools on HLBS-
✓ Advocacy e.g 

ICNUP4
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Countries supported with NUPs by 2024



NUPs for SDGS and NUA
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Alignment with SDGs and NUA

Monitoring SDG 11 
2019- NUP adopted as an indicator for SDG 11.a.1 by the 
UN Statistical Commission

Ongoing- NUPP partners collect data for SDG Target 11.a 
measured through SDG indicator 11.a.1 : Number of 
countries that have a National Urban Policy or Regional 
Development Plans that:

(a) respond to population dynamics,
(b) ensure balanced territorial development, and 
(c)  increase local fiscal space

• NUP explicitly mentioned in Paragraphs 
15a; 81; 86 and 89

• NUA Pillars of Implementation: 
a) national urban policies,
b) urban legislation and regulations
c) urban planning and design, 
d) local economy and municipal finance, and 

local implementation. 

https://urbanpolicyplatform.org/wp-content/uploads/2024/10/GSNUP-2024.pdf
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Interlinkages between other PLGS areas and the New Urban Agenda

NUA and Legislation 
& Governance

NUA and Urban-Rural 
Linkages

NUA and Metropolitan 
Management

Urban legislation is one of the five pillars of 
NUA implementation.

NUA emphasis: 
- Establishing clear, transparent, and 

enforceable legal frameworks
- Promoting inclusive laws
- Participatory governance
- Transparency and accountability

URLS are a core component of NUA

NUA promotes integrated territorial 
development. 

URL highlighted in paragraph 26, 49, 82 
and 93 of NUA

Metropolitan management is a practical 
implementation pathway for the New 
Urban Agenda.

The NUA recognizes that urbanization 
extends beyond city boundaries into 
suburban, peri-urban, and rural zones.

Operationalizes the NUA’s principles by:
• Bridging urban-rural divides.
• Promoting inclusive governance.
• Supporting integrated planning and 

finance.
• Enhancing resilience and 

sustainability at the metropolitan 
scale.

 

10   |



unhabitat.org UN-HABITAT @UNHABITAT UN-HABITAT UNHA BITA T @UNHABITAT_PLGS UN-HABITAT, PLGS UNHA BITA T.PLGSurbanpolicyplatform.org11

Countries continue highlighting NUPs in their NUA reports

Africa region- Ghana , 
Kenya , Malawi, 

Uganda 

Arab States region- 
Egypt, Iraq, Jordan, 

Morocco, Oman

Latin America and 
the Caribbean 
region- Cuba, 

Ecuador, Honduras, 
Mexico

Europe region: Czech 
republic , Slovakia, 

Ukraine

Asia-Pacific region: 
Indonesia, Japan, 

Korea, Laos 



GSNUP 2024: Key Findings on NUA
Building Resilience and Promoting Adequate, Inclusive and Sustainable Housing
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9% (n=7)
13% (n=10)

52% (n=40)

26% (n=20)

Overview of NUP existence, form and institutions in charge

Source: Author's elaboration based on the 2023 National Urban Policy Country Survey (78

Explicit NUP: formally identified by specific words in its title
Implicit NUP: a strategic policy (not explicitly labelled) with an urban 
focus or a significant impact on cities

NUP form (explicit, implicit) by global region Main institution responsible for NUP

Globally, almost 80% of countries 
have a NUP

More than 2/3 of NUPs are explicit. 
European and North American 
countries have almost equal shares of 
explicit and implicit NUPs

1 2
In 52% of countries, NUPs are carried 
out by a ministry or an agency 
specialized in urban affairs

3
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National Urban Policies + New Urban Agenda: GSNUP 2021 & 2024 

- Countries using NUPs for NUA implementation rose from 60% (2021) to 80% (2023). 

- Countries adopted various strategies to monitor NUA implementation. 

•Most Frequent Approach- Formulation of medium and long-term disaggregated urban demographic projections 
and trends. 

•Projections consider economic, social, and environmental forces. Reported by 52 countries (80%).

https://urbanpolicyplatform.org/wp-content/uploads/2024/10/GSNUP-2024.pdf
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NUPs in Practice: Key Survey Insights

Key Takeaways:

• No One-Size-Fits-All: Countries adopt diverse NUPs – some 
broad, some focused; some guiding, some action-oriented.

• Working Together is Crucial: Most NUPs prioritize coordination 
within and between levels of government.

• Resilience is Rising: Climate and economic shocks are a 
growing focus of urban policies.

• Housing Remains a Top Priority: Addressing affordability, 
quality, and energy efficiency is common.

• Missed Connections:  Opportunities to better link cities and 
surrounding rural areas exist.

• Funding Needs Strengthening: Relying heavily on national 
funds; exploring more local and private options is key.

• Tracking Progress is Improving: More countries are monitoring 
their NUPs, but sharing results needs work.



Available NUP Tools
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NUP Toolkits and knowledge products & global application

NUP 
Process
Guides

Thematic 
Guides

NUP 
Reports

https://urbanpolicyplatform.org/wp-content/uploads/2024/10/Demonstration-projectsF.pdf
https://urbanpolicyplatform.org/wp-content/uploads/2024/10/GSNUP-2024.pdf
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How To Guide 
Sustainable Urbanization 

With National Urban 
Policies

Module 1: Introduction to 
National Urban Policy (NUP)
Module 2: Exploring the 
phases of NUP
Module 3: Interdisciplinary 
Perspectives on National 
Urban Policy
Module 4: Data Analytics 
for the Urban Policy process

Advancing Climate Action 
Through Urban Law

Module 1: Climate Change: 
What Is It and How Is It 
Being Addressed
Module 2: Climate Change 
and Intersecting 
Vulnerabilities in Cities
Module 3: The Urban Law 
Module of the Law and 
Climate Change Toolkit 
(LCCTK)
Module 4: Implementation 
Guide for the Toolkit

Digital Governance For 
Inclusive And Sustainable 

African Cities 

Module 1: Urban 
governance and the digital 
age in Africa
Module 2: The potential of 
innovative governance 
mechanisms for better 
services delivery in African 
cities
Module 3: Digital 
Governance for a better 
urban future in Africa

Functional Urban-rural 
Linkages For Sustainable 

Urbanization

Module 1 – Understanding 
the Urban-Rural linkages 
approach
Module 2 – Global 
Agreements and Guiding 
Principles of urban-rural 
linkages
Module 3 – Sectoral and 
Policy Integration
Module 4 – Developing an 
Urban-Rural Linkages 
Strategy

PLGS Capacity Development e-Tools
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Urban Policy Platform

19

Urban Policy Database UrbanLex Database

Contains 2500 laws from 108 countries

Find more about us

PLGS RESOURCES

19   |   PLGS OED Engagement
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Thank you!
Twitter: @UNHABITAT 
LinkedIn: UN-HABITAT
Youtube: UN-HABITAT WORLDWIDE
www.unhabitat.org

@UNHABITAT_PLGS
UN-HABITAT, PLGS
UN-HABITAT, PLGS
www.urbanpolicyplatform.org
https://www.linkedin.com/in/un-habitat-plgs-073144180/ 

http://www.uhabitat.org/
http://www.urbanpolicyplatform.org/

